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         MORRIS & GWENDOLYN CAFRITZ FOUNDATION RECEIVES 
   COMMUNITY FOUNDATION’S PRESTIGIOUS CIVIC SPIRIT AWARD

                           Award salutes Cafritz’s legendary philanthropy in region

(WASHINGTON, DC) --  The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region announced today that it has awarded its prestigious Civic Spirit Award to The Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation in recognition of its decades of philanthropy in the Washington, DC area.  The award will be presented at The Community Foundation’s “Celebration of Civic Spirit” event held on December 10, 2009.

Founded in 1949, the Cafritz Foundation is the philanthropic legacy of real estate mogul Morris Cafritz and his wife Gwendolyn, one of Washington’s leading hostesses in the post-World War II era.  Today, the foundation is headed by Calvin Cafritz, who serves as Chairman, President and CEO.

Over the past 60 years, the Cafritz Foundation has awarded more than $300 million to more than 1,000 nonprofit organizations working in the areas of arts and humanities, community services, education, healthcare and the environment.

“It’s difficult to imagine the Washington region without the Cafritz Foundation,” remarked Community Foundation President Terri Lee Freeman.  “Their presence is felt everywhere, from our region’s great cultural institutions and world-class healthcare to community-based services and a cleaner environment.  The Cafritz Foundation truly fulfills its mission by making the Washington, DC area a better place for all of us to live, work, learn and play.”
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The Community Foundation’s Civic Spirit Award is presented each year to an outstanding individual or organization whose public service and leadership through philanthropy brings positive change to the Washington region.  Past years’ recipients include the late philanthropist and attorney R. Robert Linowes; venture philanthropist pioneer Mario Morino; civic leader and philanthropist Alexine Clement Jackson; First Lady Laura Bush; and Robert G. Templin, Jr., President of Northern Virginia Community College.

Founded in 1973, The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region is a  community of givers working to strengthen the Washington region. Through its initiatives and donor funds, The Foundation  provides an effective and efficient means for charitable dollars to reach the people and organizations who need them.  In FY2009, The Foundation and its donors awarded some $89 million in grants to nonprofit organizations in the Washington, DC region and beyond.   The Foundation has two affiliates –The Montgomery County Community Foundation and The Prince George’s Community Foundation.  For more information, visit www.thecommunityfoundation.org.
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