


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 10, 2009

Contact:
Ben Glenn II
Manager of Communications
(202) 263-4767 office
(202) 725-2752 cell
bglenn@cfncr.org


4 WASHINGTON-AREA “UNSUNG HEROES” RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS AWARD FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP

Community Foundation’s Linowes Leadership Awards Recognize Outstanding Commitment, Dedication to Helping Others

(WASHINGTON, DC) – The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region announced today that four area individuals whose dedication to community has, until now, gone unrecognized will receive its 2009 Linowes Leadership Award.  The recipients will receive the award at The Community Foundation’s “Celebration of Civic Spirit” event on December 10, 2009. 

Named for the late philanthropist and attorney R. Robert Linowes, since 1998 the Linowes Leadership Awards have recognized the “unsung heroes” in the Washington community whose service, leadership, activism, and vision lift up the Washington region’s many diverse communities.  Linowes award recipients are nonprofit and civic leaders, volunteers, educators, caregivers, activists and “regular folks” who embody the qualities of selflessness and caring for others.  And each Linowes Award recipient has a unique and moving story to tell.

“Once again this year, we are pleased and honored to present the Linowes Leadership Award to these four very special individuals,” said Community Foundation president Terri Lee Freeman.  “Their heartfelt dedication to the communities and neighbors they care so deeply about is truly inspirational, and exemplify what civic spirit is all about.”

Each year, a handful of community activists, artists, faith leaders, volunteers and nonprofit and civic leaders whose work, until now, has gone unrecognized are selected through a competitive process in which “spotters” secretly nominate each contender.  Recipients receive a $2,000 cash award along with a $3,000 check to donate to the nonprofit organization of her or her choice.   Past recipients, a number of whom have gone on to be named “Washingtonian of the Year,” include AIDS activist, the late Commander Hank Carde; musician and educator Rickey Payton, Sr.; mentor for at-risk youth Joseph Emmerich; community leader Mary McCarthy; bass player and educator Keter Betts; activist for the disabled Deborah McFadden; spiritual leader Father Tesfamarian Baraki; Roberto Villarroel, advocate for immigrants; Frankie Blackburn, community organizer; dancer/educator Fabian Barnes, who went on to receive the Oprah Angel Network “Use Your Life” Award; and dozens more.  

The 2009 Linowes Leadership Awards recipients are: 

Serena Locust
Head Start Para Educator, Broad Acres Elementary School; Coordinator, Northwest Park YMCA
Serena Locust embodies what it means to be a good neighbor.  Over the 30+ years that she has lived at the Northwest Park Apartments in Silver Spring, MD, Serena has been a beloved convener of and advocate for the diverse community of residents that call the expansive complex home.

In addition to meeting with management to address community issues, at least once per month Serena brings together residents in a setting in which people from different cultural backgrounds, sometimes speaking five or more different languages, can meet one another, find common ground, and share information and experiences.  In addition, it was Serena’s vision that led to the creation of a new YMCA center on at Northwest Park apartments.  The location?  A converted apartment unit that she convinced management to donate.  By empowering this largely immigrant residential community to improve the quality of life at Northwest Park, Serena Locust personifies what it means to be a Linowes Leadership Award recipient.


Ted Pringle
Food and Clothing Programs Director, Bread for the City
Near 10,000 Washington, DC residents benefit from the work of Ted Pringle each month, yet few know his name.  For 17 years, Ted has labored behind-the-scenes at 
Bread for the City, building its food program to the point where today it is the largest food pantry in Washington, DC, feeding thousands of individuals and families every year. A veteran of the United States Navy, Ted is considered a visionary at Bread for the City, inspiring staff to reach ever higher and constantly injecting new life into the organization, finding innovative ways to stretch every food donation dollar and maximize the nutritional value of food in each and every bag.  And, as far as “going the extra mile,” Ted literally does -- often driving hours early on Saturday mornings to pick up food donations.  Perhaps most of all, Ted sees qualities in people whom otherwise have been written-off by society.

Scott Rechler
Program Director, LearnServe International
Scott Rechler has a natural talent for bringing young people together.  And this is exactly what he’s done at LearnServe International by creating the LSI Fellows program, which builds leadership skills in diverse high school students, all united by a commitment to positive social change.

Scott recognizes that, if our global village is to flourish, we need young people who are inspired to “make a difference” through mutual understanding and respect as well as community service.  Developed by Scott, the LSI Fellows program does just that; the nine-month training institute convenes young people and fosters cultural understanding and concludes with each participant completing a community-impact project.  At the program’s conclusion, these young people emerge better equipped for college and a career…and are ready to take on the world. 

Carlton P. Willis
Board Member, Carpenter’s Shelter and Guest House
Of the more than 1,000 volunteers dedicated to helping Carpenter’s Shelter, Carlton P. Willis stands out among the crowd:  he is one of those rare individuals who are able to lead, but willing to serve.
Carlton’s expertise in technology – by profession he is a Communications Engineer – has benefited Carpenter’s House immeasurably:  he has spearheaded a computer literacy program for clients, refurbished donated laptops, improved donor software, and
upgraded the internal systems critical for Carpenter’s Shelter to operate efficiently.  Beyond the shelter’s walls, Carlton is a member of the Carpenter’s Shelter Congregational Committee, reaching out to the region’s faith community and helping them find ways to become more involved in ending homelessness.  From everything from fixing faulty computer wiring to mentoring, serving dinner to shelter clients, and spending evenings staffing the shelter’s hypothermia center, Carlton Willis combines expert IT skills with a heartfelt concern for his neighbors in need. 


Founded in 1973, The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region is a community of givers working to strengthen the Washington region. Through its initiatives and donor funds, The Foundation provides an effective and efficient means for charitable dollars to reach the people and organizations that need them.  In FY2009, The Foundation and its donors awarded some $89 million in grants to nonprofit organizations in the Washington, DC region and beyond.   The Foundation has two affiliates –The Montgomery County Community Foundation and The Prince George’s Community Foundation.  For more information, visit www.thecommunityfoundation.org.
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