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4 WASHINGTON-AREA “UNSUNG HEROES” RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS AWARD FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP

Community Foundation’s Linowes Leadership Awards Recognize Outstanding Commitment, Dedication to Helping Others

(WASHINGTON, DC) – The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region announced today that four area individuals whose dedication to community has, until now, gone unrecognized will receive its 2010 Linowes Leadership Award.  The recipients will receive the award at The Community Foundation’s “Celebration of Civic Spirit” event on December 9, 2010. 

Named for the late philanthropist and attorney R. Robert Linowes, since 1998 the Linowes Leadership Awards have recognized the “unsung heroes” in the Washington community whose service, leadership, activism, and vision lift up the Washington region’s many diverse communities.  Linowes award recipients are nonprofit and civic leaders, volunteers, educators, caregivers, activists and “regular folks” who embody the qualities of selflessness and caring for others.  And each Linowes Award recipient has a unique and moving story to tell.

“Once again this year, we are pleased and honored to present the Linowes Leadership Award to these four very special individuals,” said Community Foundation President Terri Lee Freeman.  “Their heartfelt dedication to the communities and neighbors they care so deeply about is truly inspirational, and exemplify what civic spirit is all about.”

Each year, a handful of community activists, artists, faith leaders, volunteers and nonprofit and civic leaders whose work, until now, has gone unrecognized are selected through a competitive process in which “spotters” secretly nominate each contender.  Recipients receive a $2,000 cash award along with a $3,000 check to donate to the nonprofit organization of her or her choice.   Past recipients, a number of whom have gone on to be named “Washingtonian of the Year,” include AIDS activist, the late Commander Hank Carde; musician and educator Rickey Payton, Sr.; mentor for at-risk youth Joseph Emmerich; community leader Mary McCarthy; bass player and educator Keter Betts; activist for the disabled Deborah McFadden; spiritual leader Father Tesfamarian Baraki; Roberto Villarroel, advocate for immigrants; Frankie Blackburn, community organizer; dancer/educator Fabian Barnes, who went on to receive the Oprah Angel Network “Use Your Life” Award; and dozens more.  

The 2010 Linowes Leadership Awards recipients are: 

Edgar Aranda-Yanoc – Community Educator/Organizer for the Immigrant Advocacy Program at the Legal Aid Justice Center 
Edgar provides resources and information to new immigrant communities. Beyond ensuring that these newcomers to our region have a basic understanding of their rights and responsibilities, Edgar’s commitment to social justice brings people together and promotes a diverse, welcoming community for all. 

Christopher Barnhill -- Education and Curriculum Coordinator, Metro TeenAIDS
Chris educates youth throughout DC on the importance of preventing AIDS and getting tested for HIV. He has devoted his life to eliminating HIV transmission in the District and creating a community that is engages and supports HIV positive youth. Chris is not afraid to use his acting and relationship building skills to get young people the information they need to make healthy life decisions. 
Allison Baugher – Spanish Teacher, Ballou High School
Allison is a Teach for America alumna, now in her third year of teaching Spanish at Ballou High School in Southeast Washington, DC. In the midst of a school and community plagued by low expectations and hopelessness, Allison brings fresh energy and ideas to the classroom, challenging students with a creative curriculum, organizing trips to foreign countries, and mentoring her colleagues.
Evelyn Green – Manager, Bethany Women’s Center at N Street Village
Evelyn’s colleagues describe her as the heart of the entire organization. Once a client at N Street Village, Evelyn now designs the addiction recovery curriculum, provides moral support to the staff and offers hope to women trying to reclaim their lives from addiction.


Founded in 1973, The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region is a community of givers working to strengthen the Washington region. Through its initiatives and donor funds, The Foundation provides an effective and efficient means for charitable dollars to reach the people and organizations that need them.  In FY2010, The Foundation and its donors awarded some $54 million in grants to nonprofit organizations in the Washington, DC region and beyond.   The Foundation has two affiliates –The Community Foundation for Montgomery County and The Community Foundation for Prince George’s County.  For more information, visit www.thecommunityfoundation.org.
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