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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 7, 2010

Contact:
Janice Kaplan, (202) 966-8411
janicelkaplan@aol.com

NEIGHBORS IN NEED FUND AWARDS $973,000 IN NEW GRANTS FOR SAFETY-NET AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES IN ONGOING RESPONSE TO RECESSION

Bank of America, Kaiser Permanente Among Newest Corporate Contributors to Community Foundation Fund

(Washington, DC) – The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region announced today that it has awarded $973,000 in new grants to 51 Washington-area nonprofits providing safety-net and mental health services to vulnerable residents throughout the Washington, DC metropolitan region.  These new grants bring the total amount awarded by the Fund to more than $2.8 million to date.  

“These new grants could not come at a better time,” said Community Foundation President Terri Lee Freeman.  “While the recession may be subsiding in some neighborhoods, it’s actually getting worse in others.  For example, some parts of Washington, DC are experiencing 30% unemployment.  And in some sections of Prince William County, VA, which is generally considered to be affluent, unemployment stands as high as 7%.  In this time of crisis, The Neighbors in Need Fund is supporting basic human needs and critical social services.”

A special feature of the spring 2010 round of Neighbors in Need Fund grants is support for mental health programs.  “The recession hasn’t taken a toll just on people’s jobs, bank accounts and mortgages,” continues Freeman.  “We can’t overlook the psychological impact that losing one’s livelihood or home has on people and their families.  In addition to putting food on their table and making sure they have a bed to sleep in at night, The Neighbors in Need Fund is helping vulnerable residents deal with pain and loss on a very personal level so that they can move forward.”    

Established in late 2008 in response to the recession, The Neighbors in Need Fund awards grants to nonprofit safety-net providers serving the District of Columbia, Northern Virginia, and Montgomery and Prince George’s County in Maryland.  Among the recipients are nonprofit food banks, shelters, medical clinics, foreclosure-prevention programs, and mental health care providers.  The Community Foundation estimates that, to date, some 100,000 people across the Greater Washington region have directly benefited from programs supported by Neighbors in Need Fund grants.

The Fund is made possible by contributions from dozens of individuals, families, corporations and foundations.  Two of the newest major contributors are Bank of America and Kaiser Permanente, contributing $500,000 and $150,000 respectively.  They join other major funders including The Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation, The World Bank, the MARPAT Foundation and many other generous givers.  To date, more than $3.6 million has been raised, with $1.4 million needed to meet The Foundation’s goal of $5 million by year’s end.

To learn more about The Neighbors in Need Fund, download our new report, A Region Responds:  The Neighbors in Need Fund, on The Community Foundation’s homepage, www.thecommunityfoundation.org.

A complete list of the 51 new Neighbors in Need Fund grantees follows.

Founded in 1973, The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region promotes charitable giving and plays a leading role in finding innovative solutions to the Washington region’s most challenging problems.  The Foundation is a “community of givers” – individuals, families and corporations have established over 700 charitable-giving funds having assets of more than $340 million. In FY2010, The Foundation and its donors awarded some $54 million in grants to nonprofit organizations in the Washington, DC, region and beyond.   The Foundation has two regional affiliates –The Community Foundation for Montgomery County and The Community Foundation for Prince George’s County.  For more information, visit www.thecommunityfoundation.org.


Mental Health Services Grants (15)
Arlington Free Clinic
Arlington, VA
$25,000
To support mental health services program that will provide 200 low-income uninsured residents of Arlington County with free culturally and linguistically appropriate mental health services including evaluation, individual counseling, prescribed medications and structured group sessions focused on relevant topics such as stress management and domestic violence.  All services will be offer within the clinic’s primary care setting as a part of comprehensive health care services.

Arlington Pediatric Center
Arlington, VA
$25,000
To support the mental health program and support a full time LCSW, allowing the Center to extend after-school and evening hours to make these services more accessible to school-age children.

Ascensions Psychological & Community Services, Inc.
Washington, DC
$15,000
To support the Ascending Families program which delivers therapeutic services to families living east of the Anacostia River regardless of their ability to pay.

Bread for the City
Washington, DC
$25,000
To support the Social Services program and restoration of a case management position that was eliminated in April 2009 due to recession related agency cutbacks. Restoration will enable BFC to provide mental health services to an additional 40 clients annually and conduct 650 more client visits.

Bright Beginnings, Inc.
Washington, DC
$25,000
To support the Mental Health Services program. Funds will support a certified Mental Health expert to address escalating service needs for more than 150 homeless people.  Services include early assessment of mental health issues, on-site therapeutic services, individualized lesson plans for each child, and coordination between parents, teachers, social workers, and therapists.  

Child Center and Adult Services, Inc.
Gaithersburg, MD
$25,000
To support the mental health services through the Healthy Mothers/Healthy Babies program,  providing behavioral healthcare to 100 low-income uninsured pregnant women and new mothers.  Funds will support a fifth-year doctoral student internship in donated space at Mary’s Center/Silver Spring, providing behavioral healthcare to 100 pregnant women and ,low-income mothers. 

Family Services, Inc.
Gaithersburg, MD
$18,000
To support the mental health services program providing treatment including groups and psychiatric services to clients who are uninsured.  The agency will serve 50 uninsured adults and children, many of whom are Spanish-speaking and victims of foreclosure.

Identity, Inc.
Gaithersburg, MD
$25,000
To support mental health services program for low-income uninsured Latinos through counseling and crisis-intervention.

Jeanie Schmidt Free Clinic
Herndon, VA
$25,000
To provide mental health services to 350 uninsured low-income child and adult patients.
Northern Virginia Family Service
Oakton, VA
$25,000
To support the Multicultural Human Service program, offering mental health services for 132 Latino clients currently on the waiting list.

So Others Might Eat
Washington, DC
$25,000
To support the  Behavioral Services program for 1,660 poor and homeless people.


Spanish Catholic Center, Inc.
Washington, DC
$25,000
To support mental health services for 60 patients, the majority of whom are Latino immigrants. The program provides linguistically appropriate and culturally competent services.

Wendt Center for Loss and Healing
Washington, DC 
$25,000
To support mental health services, including crisis intervention, individual and group therapy to 60 uninsured or underinsured children and families in Southeast, Washington, DC and Prince George's County, MD.


Direct Service Grants (38) 
Action In Community Through Service of Prince William, Inc.
Dumfries, VA
$10,000
To support the Emergency Assistance Program and Homeless Shelter, which provides low income families in Prince William County with food, financial assistance and shelter.

Arlington Street People's Assistance Network
Arlington, VA
$10,000
To support support food, emergency shelter, clothing, and emergency financial assistance for 1,800 in Arlington.

Arlingtonians Meeting Emergency Needs, Inc.
Arlington, VA
$15,000
To support emergency financial assistance to pay for rent, emergency medical and dental services, prescriptions and utilities.

Bread for the City - Northwest Center
Washington, DC
$25,000
To provide food to more than 3,000 economically vulnerable people in Washington, DC.


Calvary Women's Services
Washington, DC
$15,000
To support Calvary Women's Shelter.

Capital Area Food Bank
Washington, DC
$25,000
To support expansion of the Mobile Food Pantries to four new distribution sites in Montgomery County and Northern Virginia that will provide 660 households (2,500 individuals) with 28,000 pounds of fresh produce per month.
Carpenter's Shelter, Inc.
Alexandria, VA
$10,000
To support David's Place, a day shelter serving 300  chronically homeless adults in Alexandria, VA.

Columbia Heights Shaw Family Collaborative
Washington, DC
$15,000
To provide direct emergency financial assistance to low-income families.

Community Crisis Services, Inc.
Hyattsville, MD
$15,000
To provide emergency financial assistance program for rent, utilities, food and medicine.

Community Legal Services of Prince George's County
Riverdale, MD
$25,000
To support the Foreclosure Prevention Project, which provides low to moderate income homeowners in Prince George’s County access to the legal services to prevent foreclosure. 

Community Support Systems, Inc.
Aquasco, MD
$15,000
To support emergency financial assistance for rent/utilities, food, and prescriptions. 



DC Central Kitchen, Inc.
Washington, DC
$20,000
To support the food recycling and meal distribution program which provides 5,000 daily meals and serves approximately 6,000 individuals per year across the Greater Washington region.

Doorways for Women & Families
Arlington, VA
$15,000
To support food and shelter for 70 - 85 people at Family Home, a shelter for homeless families in Arlington, VA.

Fairfax Area Christian Emergency and Transitional Services, Inc.
Fairfax, VA
$15,000
To support Emergency Services programs (food, shelter and case management) for single adults and families who are either homeless, on the shelter waiting list in Fairfax County or precariously housed. 

Family Crisis Center of Prince George's County
Brentwood, MD
$25,000
To provide emergency residential services to people experiencing domestic violence.  Services include a 24-hour hotline, food, and emergency shelter.

Food for Others, Inc.
Fairfax, VA
$15,000
To provide emergency food for over 40,000 individuals across Northern Virginia.

Good Shepherd Housing and Family Services, Inc.
Alexandria, VA
$25,000
To support the provide emergency financial assistance program. 

Housing Initiative Partnership, Inc.
Hyattsville, MD
$25,000
To support foreclosure-prevention programs in Prince George’s County and Montgomery County, Maryland. 

Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington
Washington, DC
$5,000
To support the Emergency Food, Shelter and Health Care Directory.

Interfaith Works
Rockville, MD
$20,000
To provide clothing and urgent basic supplies to 6,000 families.

Legal Aid Bureau Inc.
Baltimore, MD
$25,000
To support foreclosure prevention services/legal representation for homeowners in Montgomery and Prince George’s County, Maryland through the Saving Homes Project.

Legal Services of Northern Virginia
Falls Church, VA
$25,000
To support foreclosure-prevention services and legal assistance to 150 Northern Virginia residents, primarily in Fairfax, Prince William and Loudoun Counties.

Loudoun Cares
Leesburg, VA
$10,000
To support emergency financial assistance program. 

Lydia's House
Washington, DC
$15,000
To support pre-foreclosure group workshops and one-on-one foreclosure counseling.

Manna Food Center
Rockville, MD
$15,000
To provide food for 45,00 households;  1,800 elementary school children; and 37 nonprofit agencies.


Mobile Medical Care, Inc.
Bethesda, MD
$10,000
To provide free medications and medical supplies for low-income, uninsured adult patients suffering from chronic care conditions and specific acute care needs.

Montgomery County Coalition for the Homeless, Inc.
Rockville, MD
$25,000
To provide housing services to 1,550 homeless and formerly homeless men, women, and children in Montgomery County.

Neediest Kids, Inc.
McLean, VA
$20,000
To provide clothing to 725 students in nine regional school systems in the District of Columbia, Northern Virginia and Suburban Maryland. 

NOVA ScriptsCentral
Reston, VA
$15,000
To provide prescription access to low-income, uninsured adult and child patients at nine partner clinics in Northern Virginia.

Reston Interfaith, Inc.
Reston, VA
$20,000
To support food and emergency financial assistance programs.

Shabach! Ministries, Inc.
Landover, MD
$20,000
To expand emergency food assistance to approximately 4,500 people  in Landover, Glenarden, Capitol Heights, District Heights, Landover Hills, Upper Marlboro, Springdale and surrounding communities within Prince George's County, MD.


Shelter House
Falls Church, VA
$20,000
To support the transitional housing program that will serve some 700 homeless people in Fairfax County. 

Shepherd's Table
Silver Spring, MD
$20,000
To support food, shelter, clothing, case management and crisis intervention for homeless people in Montgomery County.

So Others Might Eat
Washington, DC
$10,000
To provide vital prescriptions through SOME’s onsite pharmacy to the growing number of patients who suffer from chronic and acute health conditions and who otherwise would not afford medications. 

St. Camillus Food Pantries
Silver Spring, MD
$15,000
To provide emergency food to 600 families per month in Silver Spring, Hyattsville, Adelphi, and Langley Park. 

Thrive DC
Washington, DC
$25,000
To support food, clothing, and emergency financial assistance. 

Transitional Housing Barn
Bristow, VA
$10,000
To provide transitional housing for women and children, primarily victims of domestic violence, from Prince William County and other parts of Northern Virginia.


 United Community Ministries
Alexandria, VA
$20,000
To support the Basic Needs program.  Funds will support low-income individuals and families in crisis with food, emergency financial assistance, and clothing.  
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