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New Neighbors in Need Grants Fund Approaches $800,000 

Fund Will Support Area “Safety Net” Charities Providing Food, Clothing and Shelter 

WASHINGTON, DC –As a major boost to area “safety net” nonprofits hit hard by the economic crisis, The Community Foundation’s Neighbors in Need Fund has reached nearly $800,000 in funds raised  to support Washington-area charities providing essentials such as food, clothing and shelter.  The Fund has grown from $150,000 to $800,000 since it was announced on December 8, 2008.


The Community Foundation will accept applications from eligible organizations for a Neighbors in Need Fund grant from now until 4:00pm on Friday, December 19, 2008.  Details can be found at www.thecommunityfoundation.org.  Organizations selected for funding will be announced by Friday, February 6, 2009.   A minimum of $250,000 will be awarded in total.  
(more)
 
“We are deeply grateful for the outpouring of support that our Neighbors in Need Fund has received,” said Terri Lee Freeman, President of The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region.  “Thanks to a new challenge grant of $200,000 from an anonymous donor, $150,000 from The World Bank Community Connections Fund, and generous gifts from our family of Community Foundation donors, we are well on our way to meeting our $1 million goal.”     

The Neighbors in Need Fund will be overseen by an inclusive steering committee of contributors that will set funding priorities and make grant recommendations.  Among the committee members are Vicki Betancourt (The World Bank); Sherry Houghton (MARPAT Foundation); Marie Johns (Leftwich Consulting and Community Foundation trustee); Desiree Griffin Moore (The Prince George’s Community Foundation); Sally Rudney (The Montgomery County Community Foundation); Howard Stone (Prince George’s County Government); Rosetta Thurman ( Nonprofit Roundtable of Greater Washington); and Mary Lou Tietz (former Executive Director, Community Family Life Services).  Final grant decisions are made by The Community Foundation’s board of trustees. 

“We all know that our region is hurting,” continued Freeman. “For example, we’re seeing people who never, ever thought they would need assistance showing up at food distribution centers.  Thanks to the generosity of our donors, The Community Foundation is taking a leadership role and investing in area nonprofits that provide our most vulnerable neighbors with the basic essentials.  I can’t think of a better gift during this holiday season.”

Contributions to the Neighbors in Need Fund can be made securely online at www.thecommunityfoundation.org. 

Founded in 1973, The Community Foundation for the National Capital Region is the largest funder of nonprofit organizations in the Washington, DC area. In FY2008, The Foundation and its donors awarded some $91 million in grants to nonprofit organizations in the Washington, DC region and beyond.   The Foundation has three affiliates – Alexandria Community Trust, The Montgomery County Community Foundation, and The Prince George’s Community Foundation.  
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