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Montgomery County is the most populous county in Maryland and the home to some of our region’s oldest 

suburban neighborhoods. Montgomery County residents provided survey responses that show a satisfied and 

prosperous community marked by deep pride in the County’s civic institutions. The survey also reflects an 

increasingly diverse jurisdiction with significant numbers of newer arrivals alongside individuals and families 

who have lived in the County for generations.

HIGHLIGHTS, CHALLENGES, AND OPPORTUNITIES

Montgomery County residents’ responses indicate they have much to be proud of their County, starting with 

strong public schools. More than 81 percent of respondents rated the local schools as “excellent” or good.” 

Additionally, 87 percent of Montgomery County respondents noted they feel either “very” or “somewhat” safe 

in the County, higher than some other jurisdictions. Seventy percent of Montgomery County residents report 

they have either a “high” or “very high” satisfaction level with their life.

Respondents in Montgomery County were much more likely to note 

that access to child care is a barrier to keeping a good job, with 20 

percent characterizing this as a “major” barrier. And like their neighbors 

in Prince George’s County, Montgomery respondents were much more 

likely to rate education and training needs as a “major” barrier to finding 

a job—both counties show nearly 30 percent of respondents say this 

is a “major” challenge versus 14 percent in DC and just 2 percent in 

Northern Virginia.

Montgomery County respondents have stayed longer in their current 

home than in other jurisdictions, with survey respondents noting they 

have been in their current home an average of 13.1 years, more than 50 

percent higher than in some other jurisdictions.

JURISDICTIONAL BREAKDOWNS

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

[Montgomery County] 

is an island of sanity in 

a world gone mad and 

better than average in 

just about every way. It 

is a good place to live 

[with] lots of people 

of good will with the 

drive and means to help 

[others].
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ISSUE FOCUS: DISCRIMINATION

Twenty-five percent of respondents noted they’d felt discriminated against in the last year in Montgomery 

County. While this rate is similar to the regional average, it is worthwhile noting that of those survey 

respondents who do feel discrimination, a quarter of them report that the root of that discrimination has to 

do with the language they speak, a higher proportion than in some other areas. Seventy-eight percent of 

respondents noted they were born in the United States—reflecting a large and growing immigrant population 

and a response rate on par with Fairfax County, Va. 

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND COMMUNITY PRIORITIES

Along with their neighbors in Prince George’s County, Montgomery County residents report churchgoing at a 

relatively high ratio—57 percent of Montgomery respondents note they attended church, synagogue, mosque 

or other place of worship in the past year. County residents are very civically active, with nearly 40 percent 

reporting they have volunteered in the past year. 

Montgomery respondents, overall, are satisfied with the leadership of their local government. Less than ten 

percent of respondents rated their local elected officials as “poor”—on par with Virginia jurisdictions but 

significantly lower than in DC or Prince George’s. County residents were more likely to rate maintaining roads, 

sidewalks and other infrastructure and protecting people from pollution and environmental hazards as an 

“extremely high” priority for local government.

Only 9 percent of respondents rated Montgomery County as a good place for poor people to live. In a focus 

group held in Montgomery County, a young woman discussed her challenges with the high cost of housing, 

stating, “If you want to live in a nice neighborhood, they want an arm and a leg. My mom and brothers live 

in an area that is rough, and I would live there, too, if I didn’t have a son. I moved to Montgomery County to 

be safer. But, where my mom lives, $1,100 gets you a two-bedroom, and, in Montgomery County, that could 

maybe get you a studio.”

This is an excellent place to live if you have the income, [but it’s] poor if you are unemployed 

or underemployed. Especially if you must use public transportation to [get to] work [for] 

more than one job.


